
College Board: 
Beyond 
Assessment
Expanding Access

May 26, 2018 



How Does AP Go 
Beyond 
Assessment?  



Multiple studies confirm that students who earn 
a 3 or higher on an AP Exam: 

ÅPerform well in subsequent college courses in the 
discipline 

ÅAre more likely to major in their AP subject or a 
related discipline, particularly in STEM subjects 

ÅTake more ðnot less ðcollege coursework in the 
discipline 

ÅAre more likely to graduate within four years 

ÅFind opportunities that lead to success (especially 
true of underrepresented students) 

Key National 
Findings



Students who 
took an AP Exam 
perform well in 

subsequent 
college courses 
in the dripline. 



AP students are 
more likely to 

major in their AP 
subject or related 

discipline, 
particularly in 
STEM subjects. 



AP students 
take more ς
not less ς

college course 
work in the 
discipline. 



AP students are 
more likely to 

graduate 
within four 

years. 



AP provides 
opportunities 

for 
underserved 
students to 
succeed.



AP Validity 
Research with the 
University System 
of Georgia
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Institutions Included In This Study: 



Å Biology¹

Å Calculus AB

Å Chemistry²

Å English Language and 
Composition

Å English Literature and 
Composition

Å Physics B³

Å Psychology 

Å Statistic

Å U.S. Government and Politics 

1. The redesigned AP Biology curriculum was 
launched in the fall of 2012. Students entering into 
USG institutions in the fall of 2013 could have 
taken the AP Biology Exam pre-redesign or post-
redesign. Post-redesign results are presented 
here, although both are included in the full report.

2. The redesigned AP Chemistry curriculum was 
launched in the fall of 2013. Results presented are 
pre-redesign.

3. Physics B was replaced with Physics 1 and 
Physics 2 in the fall of 2014. Results presented 
are pre-change

AP Exams Analyzed 



Key Findings 

Full Report:  eric.ed.gov 

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED573109.pdf


In the sequent or subsequent course in 

the discipline, students with AP Exam 

credit tended to perform as well as or 

better than students without AP Exam 

credit who took the introductory course 

on the same campus as the 

sequent/subsequent course. These 

findings are generally consistent across 
institutions and AP Exams studied.



Scholarship 
Partners
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Free program that connects students 
with opportunities based on academic 
merit, to students who meet specific 
financial, racial, ethnic and other eligibility 
requirements

Student Search 
Service®

To learn more, visit: sat.org/studentsearch



Student Search 
Service

®

Connects students with 
information about educational 
and financial aid opportunities.

Å Participate voluntarily.

Å Connect with more than 1,200 colleges, universities, scholarship 

programs, and educational organizations.

Å Sign up when you take an assessment in the SAT
®

Suite:

1. Choose to participate in Student Search Service when registering for 

a College Board test (fill in the circle on the answer sheet). 

2. Provide information about yourself on your answer sheet. 

3. Participating organizations can then search for groups of students 

who may be a good fit. 

4. FYI: The College Board never shares information on disabilities, 

parental education, self-reported parental income, Social Security 

numbers, phone numbers, or actual test scores through Student 

Search Service.
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Connecting Students to Scholarships

Students Take the 

PSAT/NMSQT or 

PSAT 10

Student Says ñYesò to 

Free Student Search 

Service
Students can also opt in to 

Student Search Service via 

Big Future.

Partners Identify 

Students
Using PSAT/NMSQT and 

PSAT 10 Data

Students are Invited to Apply
Partners send information about 

their programs to qualified students

Students Become Aware 

of Available 

Opportunities

Students Decide to 

Apply for Scholarship



18

Access Expanded

APIASF

58% of winners found through 

PSAT-related assessments

70% of applicants through College 

Board partnership

COBELL

22% of scholarship winners 

identified because they took the 

PSAT/NMSQT or PSAT 10

JKCF

$12.8M awarded in scholarships

30% of scholarship winners found 

through PSAT-Related Assessments

186% increase in applicants

UNCF

$1M awarded in scholarships

22% of scholarship winners 

identified by taking a PSAT-Related 

assessment

HSF

$38.6M awarded in scholarships

13% of scholarship winners 

identified because they took the 

PSAT/NMSQT or PSAT 10

2017
Partnership

Results



A 2017 graduate from Georgia, opted in to Student Search and 

won the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation scholarship. 

She is also a National Merit semi-finalist, an AP scholar with 

distinction, and the President of the College Board Youth 

Advisory Council.

Isabelle Riddle



SAT Fee Waiver 
Program 
Enhancements



Fee Waivers

ʝĊ"Ⱥ̃ȡ Ɩ±ʞ˵

Á For 2017-18, fee waivers no longer 
expire

Á Beginning spring 2018, students 
who use a fee waiver for the SAT or 
SAT Subject Test will be able to send 
their official score reports to as many 
institutions as they want ïfor free

Á For fall 2018, CSS Profile will allow 
unlimited CSS Profile applications for 
first-time, domestic college applicants 
who take the SAT with a fee waiver


